CHAPTER   IX

EDUCATION

REFERENCE has already been made to the recom-
mendations of the Decentralisation Commission in
respect of education, but in no work on India,
however brief and abstract in character, is it
possible to give this great factor in the present
condition of the Empire mere passing notice.

The battle of the Orientalists and the Anglicists
was fought in the days of Lord Macaulay, who was
held to have settled the question by his celebrated
Minute, which, however, is no more conclusive as an
argument than his history and essays are accurate
as to their facts.

Ever since that day, however, the Government
of India have continuously developed higher educa-
tion upon Western lines, until at the present time
graduates of the Universities are turned out by
thousands to enter the public service if they can,
and if they cannot, to join the ranks of the dis-
contented and the disaffected.

Every attempt to diminish the gratuitous
and, to a great extent unnecessarily gratuitous,

144